6	ESSAYS ON ECONOMIC TRANSITION
agrarian society in India. In point of fact, however, it is impossible
to make a proper study of the Indian agrarian society without plac-
ing in proper perspective this largest class whose rapid evolution
to predominance within the agrarian society is itself the most
eloquent symptom of the thorough transformation of the traditional
Indian agrarian society.
It is clear from the provincial census returns that the proportion
of agricultural labourers to the agricultural population varies from
province to province (see Table 2). However, a closer analysis
reveals that these variations present a distinct pattern which makes
it possible to divide British India into three major regions based
on the proportion of agricultural labourers within the agricultural
population. On the basis of 1931 census returns, this proportion
was the highest, that is nearly half of the agricultural population,
in the Southern Triangle comprising Bombay, Madras and the
Central Provinces; it was the lowest, that is below one-fifth, in
the Great North comprising the United Provinces, the Punjab
and the North-West Frontier Province ; whereas between these
two extremes, it was nearly one-third in the Eastern Region com-
prising Bihar and Orissa, Bengal and Assam. In short, the proportion
is greatest in the Southern Triangle and it begins to taper off as
one proceeds north-east toward Bihar and Orissa and from there,
further eastward toward Bengal and Assam on the one hand,
and north-westward toward the United Provinces, the Punjab and
the N. W. F. P. on the other. This regional demarcation is strikingly
borne out by various individual village studies,6
On the basis of the data in Table 2, it is now possible for us to
• There is a fairly extensive body of literature in the form of books and arti-
cles on village studies. Only a few of them are cited below. For the Southern
Triangle, see Desai, MJB., The Rural Economy of Gujarat, (Bombay, 1948),
pp. 22-3 ; Shukla, JJ3., Life and Labour in^a Gujarat Taluka, (Bombay, 1937X
pp. 81, 114; Ranade, V.G., A Social and Economic Survey of a Konkan Village
(Bombay, 1527), p. 83. For the Eastern Region, see Report of the Bengal
Land Revenue Commission, (1938) II, 117 : Census of India 1941, (for Bengal)
IV, 121 ; Report of the Famine Enquiry Commission (1945), App, 1, pp. 201-2
and an article by Ghosh, A., in the Indian Journal of Economics, January 1948 •
I, part 4, (1946). For the Great North see the various surveys
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